


® One River, Two Courses

Mouth of the Mississippi River, 1937 In 2000, showing land lost Growing deltas of the Atchafalaya River
Coastal Louisiana has lost 2,000 square miles of land since the 1930s as wetlands that are no longer replenished by fresh water and
sediment from the Mississippi River subside and erode. Above, the left and center images show land lost near the mouth of the Mississippi
below New Orleans. The right image shows two deltas that are continuing to build where the Atchafalaya River, which captures a portion
of the Mississippi River flow, empties into Atchafalaya Bay. More land can be built by allowing more Mississippi River water and sediment
into the marshes instead of dumping it into in the deep water of the Gulf. Sources: National Audubon Society and Louisiana State
University.

Atchafalaya River Basin

The Atchafalaya River Basin is comparable in size to Florida’s Everglades.

It contains the largest remaining block of bottomland hardwood forest

and river swamp in the entire Mississippi River watershed, and yet, this
unparalleled natural resource is not managed in an ecologically sound way.
Audubon is leading an intensive scientific analysis of the river system and is
convening stakeholders throughout the region to forge a new vision for the
Atchafalaya River system — which may even have a role to play in broader
coastal restoration, including protecting Audubon’s Rainey Sanctuary and
neighboring lands. Audubon’s Rainey Sanctuary and the lands that neighbor

it preserve some of the best remaining marsh, but here too, the decline is The Prothonotary Warbler is one of the
rapidly acceleratin many species of Neotropical migrants
prdly & that depend on healthy natural habitats

in Louisiana. Photo courtesy of Bill

Across the Coast

Audubon partners closely with a diverse coalition of other environmental weine
organizations, major corporations, industry and interest groups, and
government officials to shine a spotlight on Louisiana before a national MISSISSIPPI RIVER
audience. These efforts are yielding increased federal attention; we work INITIATIVE
to secure major federal investment and more careful oversight in this Audubon’s Louisiana program is part
internationally important landscape. of a comprehensive, system-level
}%?' approach to the challenges and op-
AUdubon portunities facing North America’s
Audubon is building on its Iong greatest river system: the Mississippi.
presence in coastal Louisiana to Mismanagement of land and water -
resources throughout the Mississippi
achieve a safe and sustainable River watershed continues to cause
Louisiana coast. environmental degradation in Loui-
siana — from insufficient sediment
Please contact your Members of flow contributing to the collapse of

wetlands to nutrient pollution that
causes a huge annual ‘dead zone’ in
coastal Louisiana restoration at the Gulf of Mexico.

Congress and ask for full funding for

audubonaction.org/louisiana Audubon’s plan includes scientists,
policy staff and our chapter network

Audubon has worked with its partners to to achieve powerful results through-

develop a small, barge-mounted dredge to aid out the system and in Louisiana.
in the restoration of marshland on Rainey Sanc- .
. ; . mri.audubon.or
tuary. The dredge provides mud from a bayou * For more information, contact David 8
or canal to rebuild degraded marshes nearby. Ringer, dringer@audubon.org. Iouisianacoast.audubon.org

Photo courtesy of David Ringer.



