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Field Trips only for 
Remainder of 2020 

 
Due to the ongoing situation 
with COVID-19, Hoy will 
continue to limit our field trips 

HOY HONKER 
JanuaryïMarch 2023 Newsletter 

Trees We Love 2022 
by Sue Schuit 

Iʘ ˙ʦ ɩɫˏɺesʠ ˢr˛˃ʪɳeʟ, I ˑɼe˟ʀˏnˁ˗ʦ w˛˃lʋ 
˦ɼˏnʫʑ ˙yɽʮlʏ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ ɺˏrs˛nʟ ˉr˛ˤnʋ ɵʍ 
ˉnʋ ɼeˢ˔ɼʍ tʙ s˛ɵʍ ɽeʫ˗uɩeʋ pʆᴍ ᴗ ˛ˤʞ nʺʪɳʍ 
f˛ɼestʟ. Ô Jʺ˓ʘ Jˉɵeʟ Auˍ˃b˛ʘ 
 
Trees We Love awardees are selected, and while the 
plaques, pictures and research are not yet complete, we 
thought all would enjoy seeing some trees in leaf. During 
this monochrome season when the sun sets faster than a 
dash from work exit to car in artic cold and wind, we can 
look back with wonder and look forward to being 
surrounded once again with rich colors and subtle hues; 
dream of relaxing under a shady canopy and savoring the 
sounds of wind dancing thru branches weighted with 
foliage. 
 
2022 nominations were sparse. I admit, I no longer spend a 
great deal of time getting the word out. I do not ñdoò 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitteréso my methods are old-
school (at one time not mentioned, now I am envied and 
state such with pride). The pro is similar to the con ï 
reduced social media interaction. I digress. 
 
2022 Trees We Love were chosen by me and are both in 
Caledonia.  
 
Catalpa 

· 48ò DBH (diameter at breast height) 

· 50ô height 

· 45ô spread 

· Approx. age: 65 years 

· Melanie & Matthew Urban, 7551 Foley Rd., Caledonia 

 
Catalpa trees, while not native to WI, have naturalized and 
do not appear to have presented any invasive threat. They 
are a beautiful tree; large heart-shaped bright green leaves, 
fast growing (many trunks grow with a twisted/whorled 
effect), dense shade which makes them attractive to many 
birds, and showy (white with yellow lines interspersed with 
purple waves), fragrant flowers in May-June (time and 
appearance are very similar to chestnuts). The flowers draw 
bees and butterflies, and the catalpa is the sole source of 
food for the catalpa sphinx moth. The moth caterpillars are 
an excellent source of fish bait, thus one nickname is the 
fish bait tree. Catalpas have also been nicknamed cigar tree 
in honor of the long (8-20ò), hanging, cigar-like pods which 
persist through the winter.  
 
One of Wisconsinôs champion trees is a Catalpa located at 
the UW-Platteville campus. The diameter is over 6ô, height 
82ô, with a spread of 78ô. Our Trees We Love awardee is a 
diameter of 5ô, height of 50ô and spread of 45ô. A truly 
impressive tree ï a future champion?  

Trees We Love, continued 

Should you care to view the tree in person, it is at the head 
of the driveway, next to a line of 175+ yr old pines 
(seedlings brought from Bohemia by the original settlers) 
and a historic farmhouse ñHouse of Evergreensò (a story 
unto themselves). 
 
   story continues on page 3 

The winning Catalpa Tree, photo by John Krerowicz 

 

H 
oy sends a huge 
THANK YOU to 
Karen Gavahan, 
our outgoing 

Secretary! Karenôs many 
years of service have been 
vital to keeping our Board of 
Directors organized and on 
task.  
 
We couldnôt have done it 
without you, Karen! 
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Hoy Board of Directors 
 

President: 
  Rick Fare 262-902-9020 
   

Vice-President: 
 Jenny Wenzel 262-488-8077  
   

Treasurer:  
 Sue Schuit 262-752-5955 
 

Secretary: 
 Anna Hudson 262-960-5675 
 

Directors: 

 John Dixon  
 Eric Howe 
 Helen Pugh 262-308-6419 
 Frank Sharkozy  262-770-2481   
 Kristin Wegner 
   
Email addresses of Board members are 
available at: hoyaudubon.org 
 

The Hoy Honker is the newsletter of the 
Hoy Audubon Society, Inc. PO Box 044626, 
Racine, WI 53404. 
 
Copyright É 2023 Hoy Audubon Society. 
Copyright É of each work belongs to the 
author or creator of the work.  

Newsletter Editor 
Kristin Wegner 
   
  

Ideas for the newsletter?   
Send your suggestions, recaps of birding 
seminars/activities, fun facts, and birding 
tidbits to the Newsletter Editor at:  
Hoy Audubon, PO Box 044626, Racine, WI 
53404 or email to:   
hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org 

Next Board of Directors Meeting: 

February 9, 2023.  

We will continue to meet via phone and 
Zoom for now. 

 

Mallard vs. American Black Duck 

As winter is now upon us, itôs time once again to be looking for waterfowl on the 
move. Two ducks that can be confusing are female Mallard and American Black 
Duck. To make things more confusing, they sometimes hybridize with each 
other. Here are a few tips that may be helpful. 

Letôs start with the female Mallard. The head is rather light colored and finely 
streaked with a dark eye line and pale supercilium, with the crown being darker 
than the face. The bill is usually orange with a dark patch near the middle. The 
body feathers are 
buffy in color with 
darker edging on 
them, giving a scaly 
look. One of the best 
field marks is the 
speculum, or 
brightly colored 
patch on the wing. 
Female mallards 
have a blue 
speculum with a 
relatively broad 
white border. 

Now, the American Black Duck, in contrast, is a much darker bird overall, with 
the male being somewhat darker than the female. The head pattern of both sexes 
is similar to the female Mallard in all aspects except it being darker in color. The 
bills too are different in color, with the male's having a dull greenish-yellow hue, 
while the femaleôs is a rather dull, dark olive color. A major difference is seen in 

the body feathers. On 
both the male and 
female, the feathers 
are very dark brown 
(female) to blackish 
(male) with buffy 
edgings, more 
prominent in the 
female. The speculum 
of both sexes offers a 
good clue also. On 
both sexes the 
speculum is purple, 
with the border being 
black, not white.  

If a bird is seen that has 
Black Duck traits, but has 
a white bordered speculum, 
it is more than likely a hybrid 
of the two species, such as 
the duck pictured at the right.  

Something else worth 
mentioning is that Mallards 
are much more common 
than American Black Ducks, 
but they are found together 
in mixed flocks. Being seen 
together is helpful as the 
contrast in plumage is quite 
apparent then. 

  - John Dixon 

Female Mallard, 
Kristin Wegner 

American Black Duck, 
John Dixon 

Mallard x American Black Duck hybrid, 
John Dixon 

Renew or Donate Online 
 

To join Hoy, renew your  
Chapter Supporter membership,  
or make a donation, visit 

www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/ 

https://hoyaudubon.org/
mailto:hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org

