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Field Trips only for 
Remainder of 2020 

Due to the ongoing situation 
with COVID-19, Hoy will 
continue to limit our field trips 

HOY HONKER 
July–September 2026 Newsletter 

Shoop Park:  

Updates on Proposed Redevelopment 

Since Hoy’s mission includes preserving and protecting 

wildlife habitats, Hoy has been closely monitoring the 

situation with the proposed redevelopment of Shoop Park. 

We oppose this redevelopment for several reasons (see page 

3). Here’s a summary of what we’ve learned so far: 

Last fall, developer Craig Leipold of Wind Point publicly 

introduced his ideas for Shoop and the Wind Point 

Lighthouse grounds. Leipold referred to his vision for a 

revised course as a “dunes-style” golf course and said most 

of the trees east of Lighthouse Drive would be removed. 

That received some negative comments, and he said that 

issue would be given a second look. 

The Wind Point Village Board later approved Leipold’s 

request to create a 70-vehicle parking lot on the lighthouse 

grounds, west of the lighthouse. That parking lot would 

replace the existing one at the south end of Shoop Park.  

Hoy commissioned a study of the vegetation at Shoop Park 

and the edge of the lighthouse property to evaluate the 

impact of the proposed changes. (See the full report here.)  

On May 1, golf course designer Craig Haltom and 

landscaper Jens Jensen met with some Hoy board members 

to answer questions about the proposal. Items of note: 

• They may be able to save some of the very large native

trees that are slightly north of the existing clubhouse,

and “very few” trees west of Lighthouse Drive would

be removed.

• Many of the native trees they would add would actually

be transplants from the existing course.

• Haltom said the comparison to a dunes course has been

overstated; “I wouldn’t call it a dunes-style course.”

• They plan to selectively remove invasive plants from

the existing prairie area and “magic hedge” and plant

native species into those areas.

• If lighting is added, it would only be directed

downward.

• They agreed to use bird-safe glass for the new

clubhouse they plan to build in the northeast part of

Shoop Park.

• Hoy’s bluebird trail could stay; Haltom was given a

map of the boxes.

These answers were more encouraging than initial plans had 

been, but they are of course still significant changes to 

Shoop. 

Shoop Park, continued— 

As this Honker issue was being completed, City of Racine 

officials had evidently reached agreement on a contract with 

the proposed redevelopers. On July 7, the Racine Common 

Council met and referred the issue to the Council’s 

Executive Committee. During the public comment portion 

of the Jul 7 meeting, Mick Burke urged the members to 

require developers to replace the planned revetment along 

the Shoop bluff with a “living shoreline” which uses 

vegetation — and boulders, if needed — to hold a bluff in 

place.  

The Executive Committee will have a chance to make a 

recommendation to the full Common Council or ask for 

changes. This discussion is scheduled for July 13. Hoy 

President Mick Burke plans to attend and report what he 

hears to the full Hoy Board of Directors.  

Watch Hoy’s Facebook page and website for updates. 

(There was a recent post on Facebook stating that Hoy 

approved of the redevelopment; that is not correct.) 

In conclusion: Hoy continues to oppose this project, as 

Shoop is a place of great importance for migratory birds. 

However, if the proposal moves forward despite our 

opposition, Hoy believes we should be involved as much as 

possible to be a continued voice for the birds, promoting as 

much native habitat as possible, tree preservation, a 

continued nest box program, and continued public access. 

- Mick Burke and the Hoy Board

photo by  
Kristin Wegner 

Say’s Phoebe, 
Shoop Park 2024 

https://hoyaudubon.org/documents/Shoop-Park-Report.pdf
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The Hoy Honker is the newsletter of the 
Hoy Audubon Society, Inc. PO Box 044626, 
Racine, WI 53404. 

Copyright © 2026 Hoy Audubon Society. 
Copyright © of each work belongs to the 
author or creator of the work.  

Newsletter Editor 
Kristin Wegner 

Ideas for the newsletter?   
Send your suggestions, recaps of birding 
seminars/activities, fun facts, and birding 
tidbits to the Newsletter Editor at:  
Hoy Audubon, PO Box 044626, Racine, WI 
53404 or email to:   
hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org 

Next Board of Directors Meeting: 

August 13, 2026 

All members welcome; contact Hoy for 
more info if you’d like to join in person or 
via Zoom. 

Adventures with John: 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

A few years ago there was a very cooperative Eastern Screech-Owl hanging 

out in a  tree at Hawthorn Hollow in Kenosha. 

On our Hoy walks on Thursday evenings in May, we made it a point to walk 

past the tree to see if the little guy was showing himself. More often than not, 

he was out just chilling at the entrance to his cavity.  

Gray phase screech owls are more come common than the red phase, so it 

was a real treat to see this one on a regular basis. 

He was enjoyed and photographed by many birders that took the time to 

check to see if he was visible. 

- article & photo by John Dixon, Field Trip Chair

Renew or Donate Online 

To join Hoy, renew your  
Chapter Supporter membership, 

or make a donation, visit 
www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/ 

Hoy Board of Directors 

President: 
Mick Burke 

Vice-President: 
Rick Fare 262-902-9020

Treasurer: 
OPEN—Contact Hoy if you can help!

Secretary: 
Anna Hudson 262-960-5675

Directors:
John Dixon 
Chris Glass 
Eric Howe 
Caden Klamut 
Sydney Peterson 
Helen Pugh 262-308-6419
Frank Sharkozy  262-770-2481
Kristin Wegner 
Jennifer Wenzel 262-488-8077

Email addresses of Board members are 

mailto:hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org
http://www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/
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Nature Writing Spotlight: 

Robin Wall Kimmerer 

robinwallkimmerer.com/books 

I can’t say enough about her absolutely beautiful 

writing. When I picked up Braiding Sweetgrass, I 

couldn’t put it down. The Serviceberry is a great, 

short introduction to her poetic way with words 

and her worldview. Gathering Moss, her earliest 

work, is a collection of essays exploring the 

importance of mosses, and it was utterly 

fascinating. I never thought I’d become so 

interested in mosses; now I look for new ones 

whenever I hike! 

- Kristin Wegner

Hoy Audubon’s Official Statement re: Shoop 

Hoy Audubon Society opposes the proposed redevelopment 

of Shoop Park golf course for reasons including: 

• It would mean an enormous loss of bird habitat: both

native and non-native plants/trees/bushes.

• The park lies on an extremely important migratory bird

route and provides birds a resting spot to refuel and take

shelter during a long migration.

• We are concerned that the construction efforts and

increased human activity would disrupt nesting birds,

including Hoy’s existing bluebird trail.

• This plan would move the golf course even further

away from the wishes of the land donors’ explicit

condition in the transfer deed that the land be used for a

public park.

photo by  
Bob Salvatore 

Ruby-throated  
Hummingbird 

Thank You! 

Hoy Audubon Society extends our heartfelt thanks to Guy 

Thompson for the generous donation of a Purple Martin 

house. Your thoughtful gift will not only provide safe 

nesting for these beautiful birds, but it will also enhance our 

community’s appreciation for wildlife and conservation 

efforts. 

Renew Your Membership 

Hoy Audubon Society “Chapter Supporter” membership 
dues for the 2026-2027 period were due on July 1.Dues are 
$15 per individual. We accept dues and donations via mail 
or via PayPal at www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/ 

If you’ve already renewed for the year, thank you! 

https://www.robinwallkimmerer.com/books
http://www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/
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Join Hoy Audubon or renew your Membership! 

Renewals for Hoy Audubon Society “Chapter Supporter” 
memberships are due on July 1 of each calendar year. Chapter 
Supporter dues are $15 per individual. To join or renew online, 
visit www.hoyaudubon.org/donate/. To join or renew by mail, 
complete this form and send with a check payable to Hoy 
Audubon Society.  

Total amount enclosed: ____________ 

Name __________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________ 

City   __________________________________________________ 

State ____________ Zip ______________ 

Phone _________________________________________________ 

Hoy distributes newsletters and field trip announcements by email.  
Please enter your email address below to be added to this distribution. 

Email _________________________________________________ 

Send check and information to:  Hoy Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 044626 
Racine, WI 53404 

  Visit Hoy on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/HoyAudubonSociety 
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Upcoming Activities 

If you have questions or need directions to field trip locations, 
contact hoyfieldtrips@hoyaudubon.org.  

Thursday, August 6, 5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
Hoy Audubon’s Annual Summer Gathering 
Petrifying Springs Park, meet at Biergarten 
5555 7th St Pavilion #1, Kenosha, WI 53144 
Meet up with fellow Hoy members. We’ll eat at the Biergarten 
instead of having a potluck. For available food and beverages, see: 
petrifyingspringsbiergarten.com/menu. (Non-alcoholic beverages 
are also for sale there. Note that alcohol cannot be carried into the 
park.) We’ll meet at parking area #2 prior to walking to the 
Biergarten. We look forward to seeing you!  

Saturday, August 29, 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Hoy Field Trip: Wind Lake Sod Farm 
5299 N Britton Road, Franksville, WI  
Meet at the Racine Hwy 20 & I94 Park and Ride no later than 7:40 
AM to caravan or carpool. Or, meet us at the North Britton Road 
and Burmeister Road intersection by 8:00 AM. From there we will 
stop along the roadsides, looking for Buff-breasted Sandpipers, 
American Golden-Plovers, Brewer's Blackbirds, and other fall 
migrants.  

Thursday, September 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Hoy Meeting, Program: TBD 
River Bend Nature Center 3600 N Green Bay Rd, Racine, WI 
Watch Hoy’s website for details! 

Thursday, September 10, 5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
Hoy Field Trip: Petrifying Springs 
Petrifying Springs Park, Area 2 
5555 7th Street, Kenosha, WI 
Meet at the area 2, where the feeders are, for a bird walk. We’ll be 
looking for fall migrant birds. 

Saturday, September 12, 7:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
The Big Sit 
Samuel Myers Park, Racine 
Hoy’s annual Big Sit is a FREE EVENT and open to 
EVERYONE! It is an easy activity for those with limited mobility, 
as birders watch from a stationary location. Bring binoculars, 
sunscreen, water, snacks, and a folding chair. In case of bad 
weather, the Big Sit may be rescheduled to Saturday, September 
19, 2026. Please check Hoy’s Facebook and website for details. 

Toward the end of summer, as they prepare for their fall 
migration, chimney swifts can gather in large numbers, 
especially when they have found a large structure in 
which to roost. If you know of any uncapped chimneys in 
your area, you may wish to watch them. It is 
recommended to check possible roosts on the second 
weekend of August and/or September, about 30 minutes 
before sunset. 

Visit chimneyswifts.org for information about these 
amazing little birds, where to look for them, and how to 
have your own Swift Night Out! 

Keep an eye out 
for Chimney Swifts! 

American Avocets 
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